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Clocks changed and Opening Day has come and gone. The turnout of members on 

what was a dreadful day was very encouraging. Over 40 members played a 16-hole 

Shotgun Texas Scramble on Sunday the 29th of March. The Easter theme brought 

lots of Eggs for all the junior members and of course the prizewinners. There were 

also eggs for magic two’s and accompanying other prizes for skills, putting and first 

and second in the scramble.  

 

David Broadfoot was on hand to give everyone’s swing an MOT, so no excuses this 

year. In the clubhouse Shona and Kirsten were kept busy serving breakfasts and lunches. 

 

Out on the course you will have noticed some improvements and everyone is delighted with the fast pace 
of the greens. John and Klaus have been very busy this past winter and it shows in the remarkable 
condition of the course. Well done. Craig Russell our third seasonal green keeper starts at the beginning 
of April, so please give him a welcoming nod on the way past.  Next to the buggy shed we are clearing a 
area of ground to install two mats and nets. Hopefully this will be available soon.  

 

Preferred lies are still in play and Michael McFadyen will make a decision soon regarding the course 
playing conditions. Look out for a notice later this month. 

   

There are several things happening around the clubhouse. House Convener Alistair Crawford has been 
coordinating a tidy up and a big thank you to I.S. for this repairs and D.C. for his excellent painting. The 
EGGS section are about to revamp the gents toilet and shower area, to add a cleaner modern aspect. The 
4th April sees the first Open competition of the year The Selkirk Open and late entries phone 330314 or 
email info@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

 

(Continued) 

 

  
 

http://www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk/
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Rules Corner! 

Do you use the club web site? List of competitions, draws for competitions, handicap list, and lots more. 
 
Finally a big thank you to all who help make our club run smoothly from the Office to the Pots and 
Gardening, the Ambassadors, the Junior helpers, those who man the desk on Competition days, the Lotto, 
those who Smile and Welcome visitors, the Match staff and Handicap lads, the H&S, those who Replace 
divots and Repair pitch marks, those who quietly lend their Skills and in some cases their equipment. A list 
that goes on and on. Simply thank you.  
 
Maurice. 

The Summer Programme has started, so a reminder that only paid up members are entitled to enter Club 
Competitions.  
 
Please use the BRS system to check tee times available and make reservations particularly on Fridays. 
The Management Committee have accepted to a request from EGGS Captain Ian McConchie to permit 
the EGGS Monthly Medals to tee off at 1000 if there are no bookings between 1000 and 1030. The first 
tee is still available to 'casual walk ins' and members between these times. 
 
The Club is seeking to sell 2 buggies and can offer facilities for storage and charging. Anyone interested 
should contact the office. On the subject of buggies may I remind members to use cart paths where 
provided particularly on the 4th. Where there is no cart path please drive along the edge of the fairway 
NOT down the middle. Keep 30 feet away from greens and park to the side of the green. Please follow 
these guidelines and be aware of ground conditions.  
 
Our Greens Staff work very hard to present the course in peak condition, help them by replacing divots 
and repairing pitch marks. If you do not have a pitch mark repairer they are available from the office, free 
of charge. Surely an offer you can't refuse.  
 
Likewise, thanks to the negotiating skills of Club Captain Maurice Halliday, you may now play Colvend Golf 
Course for half the normal green fee, we offer a reciprocal arrangement for Colvend Members. Maurice is 
hoping to extend this concession to other courses adding greater value to your membership.  
 
Finally the AGM has been moved to Thursday December 17th. Any questions, enquiries or suggestions 
please contact the office. 
 
Tony Reason 

   

Office Matters 

Q: A player could not find his ball. Believing the ball mght be lodged in a tree, he shook the tree and his 
ball fell to the ground. He played the ball from where it came to rest. What is the ruling? 
 
A: The player incurred one penalty stroke under Rule 18-2a for moving his ball. He should have replaced 
the ball. Since he did not do so, in match play he lost the hole and in stroke play he incurred a total 
penalty of two strokes – see penalty statement under Rule 18. 
 
Now that is a little harsh …… 
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Ladies Section 

The Bingo night on 3rd March raised £266 for the club. Thanks to all who supported it, to the committee 
members for providing the refreshments and, most importantly, to Caroline Ironmonger for organising it 
all. 
 
The Charity lunch was held on 17th March. Jackie McNeillie came along on behalf of the local 
community nurses and gave us a very interesting demonstration of some of the equipment used in 
community care. We were very happy to be able to contribute £400 towards the purchase of some of 
this equipment. This money was raised over the course of the winter from the ladies who support the 
Tuesday golf. Thanks to Flora McGown and Margaret Fortune for making sure we all contributed each 
week! 
 
We held our Past Captain's lunch on 21st March which was well attended although we missed some of 
the ladies who couldn't be with us.I have to say a special thank to Shona who was kept busy that week 
and produced two splendid buffets for us. One for the Charity lunch and one for the Past Captain's 
lunch. 
 
Then it was Kirsty's turn to provide us with soup and filled rolls on the 22nd for our Welcome Back when 
the ladies who have been in hibernation for the winter could think about getting back on the golf course! 
 
Can I remind all the ladies that the first E G G's competition is on the 2nd April everyone is welcome to 
enter 
 
Some of you have expressed an interest in entering the R N L I competition on the 12th April. This used 
to be a mixed comp but was not well supported. However, this year, we propose that the ladies meet at 
10 am for a 10.30 start. There is an entry sheet in the changing room. The entry fee is £2.50 including 
magic 2's and nearest the pin. It is a separate comp. for ladies and gents 
 
Happy golfing 
Helen 

Fantasy Golf 2015! 

Why not enter our Fantasy Golf 2015 mini league via Bunkered Magazine?? To log-on and pick your 
team go to http://www.bunkered.co.uk/fantasy-golf-2015/ 
 
Open to club members and non-members alike, it’s free to enter the Bunkered Fantasy League itself 
and £5.00 to join the “Kirkcudbright Golf Club Fantasy League”. Just enter the mini league code: 
z73bw. 
 
Entry fee can be left at the office in the clubhouse or given to Malcolm Kirkwood, Pamela Watson or 
Michael McFadyen. If you’re not around the clubhouse drop me a message at 
malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk & we can arrange something. 
 
Overall prizes will be decided once we know the number of entries we have. 
 
Teams should be submitted before The Masters begins on 9th April. 
 
Good luck! 

http://www.bunkered.co.uk/fantasy-golf-2015/
mailto:malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk
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Junior News 

 

 The Junior section has had a busy off season. Some hardy boys and girls have been playing fortnightly 
through the winter and the winners of the Junior winter league will be announced this week.  

 

Thirty juniors have enjoyed coaching with David Broadfoot at Tongland Family Golf Centre and they are all 
keen to get their season underway on Thursday 2nd April. 

 

Thank you to those who have donated money to the Junior section through the recycling of second hand 
clubs, so far we have raised £85. 

  

Thank you to all the members of Kirkcudbright Golf Club, because of your positive attitude towards the 
junior section you have made it a great place for our children to learn and enjoy the game. 

 
Pam 
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Eggs Opening Day Captains Prize  
 
The Eggs opening day was held on Friday 27th March. 35 Eggs members took part in the competition and 
the captain donated the prizes, the course was presented in great condition by John and his staff,  The 
overall winner was the club captain Maurice Halliday with a good score of 41 points, second was Alec 
Kinnell with 39 points ,third was Jon Gibb –Smith with 37 points, fourth was the Eggs captain Ian 
McConchie with 36 points. A good day was had by all. 
 
Bill McCartney 

EGGS News 

Thanks to a splendid solo effort by Drew Craven, the front of the Clubhouse has been given a fresh new 
coat of paint, ready for the new season. Well done Drew and well done to all the volunteers who give of 
their time and energy. 
 
Alistair 

Clubhouse 

It is some time now since John took the journey to meet his maker. That must have been some meeting. 
 
Although John did not play golf in his later years he always took an interest in the ways of our strange 
game. In his playing days he was as competitive as they came, but always preferred a good story, 
especially if he was telling the tale.  
 
I am not sure when he gave up his membership, but I do remember one occasion I played golf with John. 
The infamous club outing was at Moffat, I am sure some of the older members will remember the 
occasion. A very hot day perfect for golf. By the time we got to the up-hill, very up-hill par three John 
declared, no way. Time for a rest and refreshment. Enough said! Not a lot of golf played, but lots of 
laughs. 
 
Maurice. 

An appreciation of John Houston 

Club Membership + 

Your committee are looking at ways of adding value to your membership. Your SGU Card brings a variety 
of advantages, so make the most of the card. You are covered by our golf club insurance while playing 
golf and now we are looking at playing privileges. To this end we have come to an agreement with 
Colvend Golf Club to allow you to pay at half the green fee. All you need to do is book in advance with 
Colvend. Hopefully other courses will be added 
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Ever wondered where the term ‘caddy’ comes from? 
  
‘Caddies’ or ‘Cawdies’ were employed in Edinburgh and other Scottish cities in the 18th Century as street 
messengers. The term is said to have derived from the French ‘cadet’ meaning ‘boy’. 
  
They may have been a rag tag bunch who hung about the Mercat Cross in Edinburgh but their existence 
relied upon their integrity to deliver messages promptly and accurately. They were seen as being 
trustworthy and self regulated to ensure this key factor was rarely abused, any failure to keep this trust and 
a caddie was taken round the back of the Mercat Cross and given a ‘speaking to’ by his colleagues. 
 
A caddie was routinely attached to important visitors to the town to act as their guide and to run errands for 
them; given they literally had knowledge of everything in Edinburgh, a walking street directory, an 18th 
Century Google street application. Caddies were also in know of all current scandals and news in 
Edinburgh and a useful reference point to sort out the ‘stories’ from reality – the ‘live’ news of their time. 
They also quickly got know all the details of the visitors they were attached to which was useful for the 
Burgh magistrates monitoring the activities of visitors to the town. It is claimed that Edinburgh had a lower 
petty crime rate in the 18th Century due to the constant coming and goings of the caddies and their 
knowledge and awareness of Edinburgh and its streets. 
 
In Edinburgh the caddies had a ‘constable’ who held a community chest on behalf of the caddies which 
was kept up by a combination of donations and fines laid on caddies who were not up to scratch. In return 
the community chest acted as a back up if caddies fell on hard times or were not paid by clients. 
  
In golf ‘caddies’ were originally locals who had an intimate knowledge of the course and for a fee would 
help out visitors, much like their 18th Century City forebears.  
 
Source: R Chambers – The Traditions of Edinburgh – 1868. 

A little bit of golf history … 

Club Trophies – help needed! 

Trophies - where are they, do you have one in your possession? 
  
I have been asked by the captain to try and find out who currently have club trophies in their possession. 
The trophies I need to trace are all the Gents trophies and also the Mixed Pairs trophies. I would like 
catalogue these trophies with pictures and previous winners and hopefully produce a booklet, which could 
be left in the clubhouse for the members to browse through. This is where I am looking for your help, if you 
do have a trophy in your possession I would be grateful if you could let me know and if you have time 
could you possibly take a photograph and write down the winners along with the year and email me at 
cbkbt@aol.com 
  
I have already got the details I require from the following trophies, 36 Hole Scratch Trophy, 36 hole 
Handicap Trophy, Ben Nicholson Trophy, Captains Cup, Silver Tassie, Royal Cup, Avonside Trophy, 
Serco Trophy, Winnie Wallace Plate, Amersham Cup, Bob Park Trophy, KSF Veterans, Dalziel Trophy, A 
Club Championship, B Club Championship, C Club Championship and Gents Winter League. 
 
Colin Baty 
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Opening Day Gallery 

Let’s face it, golfers are a crazy bunch & we’re not the kinda club who’s going to let a bit of rain spoil our 
day! Here’s a selection of photos to prove it kindly supplied by Maurice Halliday & Sam Kelly. 
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We also have an excellent little ‘fly on the wall’ video taken by Sam on the day. You can 
either find it on the club website at www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk or alternatively 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4e4TO0GUDc&feature=youtu.be 
 

http://www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4e4TO0GUDc&feature=youtu.be
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April Coaching Segment with PGA Golf Professional, David Broadfoot 
 

This month I'm going to focus on proper weight shift in the golf swing.  The way you shift your weight has a 
major effect on both your strike on the ball and also the speed you can generate.  Obviously, more speed 
means more distance so weight shift is vital if you want to hit the ball further.  Let's take a look at the key 
points: 
 
1. Set-up with even weight distribution - I encourage a 50/50 weight distribution in your set-up. That way 

you are not favouring either side which makes your weight shift easier.  Try to feel like your weight is 
evenly divided between both feet. See picture 1. 
 

2. Turn into your right leg - As you can see in picture 2, I have made a full turn to the top of my backswing. 
My weight is now planted into my right leg.  Notice that my head has not moved to the right, this is key. 
Too much movement of your head in either direction makes it difficult to strike the ball well consistently. 
Try to turn your body into your right leg, don't sway! 

 
3. Bump your hips to the left as you start your downswing - The move that kicks off your downswing should 

be a shift of weight to the left.  You should feel like your weight moves into your left leg and down into 
the ground.  Your hips will move laterally to the left at this point as your weight moves forward. The club 
should start to move down as your weight shifts forward. See picture 3. 

 
4. Plant your left leg at impact - At impact with the ball, your weight should be firmly planted on your left 

leg.  One of the most common faults I see is people 'hanging back' on their right leg which leads to poor 
contact and loss of distance. Points 3 & 4 are key to prevent this. Notice how my right foot is starting to 
lift off the ground as my weight continues to move forward. 

 
5. Full Finish! - Try to get into a full finish position like in picture 5.  I am on the tip of my right foot, as all my 

weight is on my left.  My body has made a full rotation with my chest, belly button & belt buckle all facing 
my target.  This position will help you to prevent any hanging back on your right side. 

 
 

I hope you enjoyed the read and hope this helps you on your way to longer, crisper shots.  Please get in touch 
any time to book your lessons. I am available 7 days, morning, afternoon & evening. 
 
April Lesson Offer - Buy 5 lessons and get a 6th one absolutely free!  That's only £100 for 6 lessons. 
The season has started, let's get that handicap heading in the right direction! 
 
Thanks for reading, 
 
David Broadfoot, PGA Golf Professional 
Tel 07894 319236, email dbroadfoot87@gmail.com 

Picture 1 Picture 4 Picture 3 Picture 5 Picture 2 

mailto:dbroadfoot87@gmail.com


 

10 

 
Player Profile 

With the 2015 season about to get into full swing we took the opportunity to catch up with Match 
Secretary Michael McFadyen (basically because he’s too busy for interviews once the season begins)! 
Michael is best known as Match Secretary, but believe me, he is a very handy golfer himself. Michael 
has been a member of Kirkcudbright Golf Club since 1972 and is now eligible to take part in some 
Seniors Competitions; I’ll let you do the maths yourselves … 
  
  
What’s your handicap Michael?  
4.3 
 
What’s the best course you’ve played?   
Valderrama 
 
What’s been your best moment in golf?  
Playing the Old Course at St. Andrews a few weeks before they held the 1995 Open Championship.  
 
Who would be in your dream 4-ball?  
Jack Nicklaus, Seve Ballesteros, Bobby Jones & Old Tom Morris. I'll just watch & enjoy (and help look 
for Seve's ball) 
 
Favourite club in your bag? 
Driver (sometimes!!) 
 
If you could change one thing in the game what would it be?  
Reduce how far (especially the Professionals) are hitting the golf ball. 
 
Best piece of advice you’ve been given?  
Always watch the ball - simple but effective. 
 
Bogey hole at Kirkcudbright?  
16th - miss the green to the right, then can't get up & down!! 
 
Any golf superstitions?  
I start each round with seven golf balls in my bag & carry four tees in my pocket. 
 
And finally, away from golf, what else do you get up to?  
Match Secretary stuff - no wait that's still golf. Caddying for my boys when they are playing - mmm.... 
that’s still golf!! I know what I do away from golf - SLEEP & WORK 
 
 
Thanks Michael, great stuff. 
 
 
 

Finally don’t forget this is your newsletter. If there’s anything particular you’d like to see included let us know. You 
might have a story or even photos from days gone by we could include. Feel free to pass them on, either to the 
clubhouse or contact me at malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 

And finally … 

mailto:malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk

